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The New AERO
T-3 Trainer

In the suburbs of Warsaw, Poland, a new two-seat trainer
has received JAR/VLA certification.
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version of the French SOCATA Rallye,
the Koliber,

Against this background has been
the decline of state support for
Foland’s flying clubs and pilot training.
Affluent Poles able to afford to fly pri-
vately and own aircraft have turned to
the West. The growing proliferation of
Piper, Cessna, Beecheralt and other
LLS. types in former military hangars
on airfields now used by civilians are
evidence of the decline of Poland’s avi-
ation industry. Fifteen yvears ago there
were about 200 new private licenses
issued every year in Poland; now there
are only 15 to 20,

The aero clubs, always the core of
pilot training (apart from the military),
have outdated equipment: PZL
Gawrons, Kolibers and Wilgas. Without
subsidy the clubs are costly to run. This
makes learning to fly prohibitively
expensive. Within the aero club environ-
ment these aircraft aren't being utilized
often so they aren't earning money for
the clubs. In tum, the clubs can't afford
to buy newer, more economic aireraft.
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This vicious circle resulls in the fact
that there are virtually no new, young
pilots in Poland with the minimum-hour
requirements to proceed to commercial
training, even though many young peo-
ple want careers in aviation. There is,
therefore, a big gap perceived in the
Polish pilot market, and this is where
the new AERD AT-3 is aimed,

The Trio

The trio of Poles behind this new
Polish trainer is Andrej Wach, Tomasz
Antoniewski and Marcin Lukasiewicg.
Despite the difficulties of working in
Poland, they are now buoyed by their
receipt on May 14, 1999, from the
Republic of Poland's General Inspec-
torate of Civil Aviation of their Type
Certiflicate No. BB-210 for the AERO
AT-3, meeting the airworthiness
requirements of JARVLA (Joint Avia-
tion Requirements/Very Light Aero-
planes). The rules, regulations and
specifications for JARVLA were estab-
lished in April 1980 and have become
the benchmark by which many of the

world's light aircraft are now measured,
Other (and competing) aireraft that
f

have received JAR/VLA approval
include the HOAC and Diamond DA-20
Katana, the Italian Sky Arrow and Tee-
nam P82 Echo, the Zenair Zenith
CH2000 and the French Are Atlantique
(Fournier) RF47. Currently, there is no
compelition from Polish-manufactured
aircraft, although PZL's Okecie plant is
believed to be working on 4 two-seat
Kaoliber Junior, the PZL-112, to be pow-
ered by either a Rotax 914 or Limbach
LZ400EF engine,

JAR/NVLA set some limitations to the
construction. The plane is limited to two
cccupants, daytime VFR conditions, a
maximum takeoff weight of 1650
pounds and a required minimum air-
speed of 515 mph (45 knots). It is also a
requirement to use a certificated avia-
tion engine, The Limbach 2400EB.3AC,
rated at 87 horsepower at 3200 mm, is
the current choice for the AT-3,
although the option to use the Franklin
engine (favored by PZL in its aireraft) or
the Continental 0-200 exists. JAR/VLA







